
MRA-ITA-Rom260

SAMPLE ID:

MRA-ITA-Rom260

SAMPLE TYPE:

Plaster
(Sub-Type: fragment)

DIMENSIONS:

3.1 cm L x 2.6 cm W x 0.7 cm H   (largest fragment on the left bottom) 

WEIGHT:

5.8 g   (largest fragment on the left bottom) 
20.3 g   (all fragments together) 

GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION:

Country
Italy

 
Place
Rome

SITE/MONUMENT:

Catacombe di Pretestato

HISTORICAL NOTE ABOUT THE SITE/MONUMENT:

The catacombs were named for Praetextatus, the donor of the land beneath which the tombs are 
located. The main gallery, known as the Spelunca Magna, was excavated in the 2nd century CE 
and actively used in the 3rd century CE. An additional deeper layer was excavated and exploited in 
the 4th century CE. The tombs were initially reserved for wealthy Roman patrons, but Christian 
interments frequently occurred in the catacombs’ later period. The complex was allegedly restored 
in the early 8th century by Pope Gregory III but was subsequently forgotten and only rediscovered 
in the 15th century. The catacombs feature fine architectural details and important examples of 3rd-
4th century funerary painting. One notable tomb is the Square Crypt, which incorporates Carrara 
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marble cladding and frescoes depicting the symbolic attributes of the seasons.  

Further reading:
Winthrow, W.H. (1874). The Catacombs of Rome: And Their Testimony Relative to Primitive 
Christianity. New York: Nelson & Philipps.

Zimmermann, N. (2015). Catacombs and the Beginnings of Christian Tomb Decoration. In 
A Companion to Roman Art, B. E. Borg (Ed.). DOI: 10.1002/9781118886205.ch23.

Catacombe di Pretestato. (22 ottobre 2020). Wikipedia, L'enciclopedia libera. Tratto il 15 maggio 
2021, 16:25 da //it.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Catacombe_di_Pretestato&oldid=116191999.

CHRONOLOGICAL PERIOD (SAMPLE):

2nd-4th century

OTHER INFO ABOUT SAMPLE PROVENANCE:

Old ID Reference: "Pretestato, S. Gennaro zc"

PHOTOS/DOCUMENTS (PROVENANCE):

Mural painting on the ceiling of the Spelunca Magna at 
Catacombs of Praetextatus (photo courtesy of 
https://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/wilpert1903, 
public domain) 
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